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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


An Answer to Inquiries m to Postnre tn TSiipt Ism In the 
Greek Gkurch, etc. 


BY* JAKES CLIHTSTAL, M. A. 

Dear Bko ■— I understand you were baptlied by trine Immer- 
rlon by a Bishop In the Greek church. Were you baptized by 
knttiino and bowing furwttrdt I am interested In the subject of 
baptism , hence* my question. 

Very Truly, 


255 GBtJvE 8THEET, JKKSET CITY, 
NEW JERSEY, ACQ. 17, 188*>. 


To ELD.- 


* Dear Friend : 

Your favor came to hand 
long since, hut among many engagements has re- 
mained unanswered. I beg pardon for my delay. 

In response I would say that in 1869 I was bap- 
tized in Syria, Greece, on January 5th, old style, 
at night, the eve of Epiphany, a common time for 
baptism among the Greeks, because in their reck- 
oning that night is part of Epiphany, Jan. 6 : my 
baptizer was Alexander Lycurgus, bishop of that 
see. It was done by the three total immersions, 
I standing at first and going down on one knee, 
and so necessarily somewhat face forward at each 
of the three dips and of course rising and standing 
erect after each dip. That is the ordinary though 
not invariable custom of the Greek church. For 
I have seen infants plunged head first at Jeru- 
salem into the font, and the whole body passed 
under water in that way, the head being brought 
up first. I presume that where the font is very 
deep they sometimes plung the infant, feet first 
as they do the adult. I have always done so with 
infants where I could, but in certain cases where 
I was called to baptize away from home have 
been compelled to lay the child on the back in or- 
der to cover it completely. For that reason I 
have generally lately insisted that parents should 
bring their children to me where I had means to 
plunge them feet for wan), and insure their swift 
and total and easy submersion. Two weeks 
ago last Lord's Day, I so baptized an infant four 
months old, and expect to thrice immerse two or 
three adults next Lord's Day, they going down 
from the standing position, and I plunging them 
thrice by my right hand on their heads. I gener- 
ally use that method alone for adults now, I 
plunge infants feet forward generally with both 
bauds around their bodies under the arms, 

The Greeks do not deem any way of the three 
total dips invalid, if the other part such as the 
mention of the Trinity, etc., be rightly done, if it 
be given "For the remission of sins." 

The candidate never, so far as I have seen, 
kneels in the water to commence with and then 
goes over on bis face. Judson as cited by you in 
your tract seems to refer to the Greek method of 
standing at first and going down on one knee 
when pressed under by the hand of the baptizer. 
My baptizer pressed roc under by one of his hands 
on my head. This so far as I know is always the 
case in the baptism of adults among the Greeks 
now, only they always go down from the standing 
position. 

In further explanation of thi* I ought to add 
that, as Bingham in his Antiquities of the Christian 
Church, book XI, chapter XI, sections 1, 2, and 3, 
shows, it was certainly the established custom of the 
church east and west in the fourth century to bap 
tize the candidate naked. Hence there were no 
clothes to take hold of as is usually done by those 
persons in our own country who use the one back- 
ward dip, as, for instance, the see f s termed Bap- 
tists, Campbellites, etc. TbiB will explain why in 
pictures of the middle ages while trine dipping 
was still UBed in the West, Christ, at his baptism 
in the Jordan, is represented as naked, with John 
the Baptist's right hand resting on his head and 
about to plunge him under the water, from which 
after the hand was removed he was to rise again 
by his own effort, a thing easy enough to do. I 
would say, furthermore, that modesty is carefully 
heeded at all such baptisms of adults. 

For alter the profession of faith made before 
many witnesses in church, he retires with a Jew 
males only to the* baptistery where in a part cur- 
tained off he devests himself of his apparel, is then 
covered by a sheet and so goes forth to the font 
in the same baptistery. Once in it and covered 


by it except his head and shoulders, the bishop 
places his right hand on his head, and at the name 
of the Father presses him under the water. When 
the candidate is totally submerged, the bishop re- 
moves h'tB hand from his head, and Uv candid ait 
lifts his head out of the water again. Toe same 
thing is exactly repeated at the name of the Sun 
ind at that of the Holy Ghost. Then the sheet is 
thrown over him, and he comes up out of the loot, 
and after the chrisming in token that now he is 
one of "a royal priesthood" "a holt} priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Je- 
sus Christ," (1 Peter 2 : 5, 9, and Rev. 1:6: com- 
pare Rev. 5 : 10,) lie retires to his privacy again 
and puts on his clothes. Then after that he re- 
turns to the Church and the services are finished. 
There are a few other ceremonies most of which 
are mentioned like the chrism by very early au- 
thors lot long after the Apostolic age, as having 
been derived lroro the Apostles, as I deem most 
probable, though this is not the place to discuss 
the matter. 

Nor does it fall within my scope at this time to 
consider whether the bulk of the baptisms of John 
the Baptist in the Jordan were not perfoi med on 
naked subjects. At first, I doubt not, most per 
sons would say, No ; but though there is nothing 
definite on the matter, one way or the other, in 
the New Testament, there is more to be said on 
the affirmative of this subject than most imagine. 

Anciently, as Bingham shows, (as above) the 
greatest care was taken to preserve modesty, so 
that men and women were baptized separately, 
and things were so arranged that propriety and 
decency were preserved. In the few instances of 
baptisms among the Greeks in modern times, the 
women goes into the font with a robe on. But 
they dip all males and all infanta of both sexes 
naked, but with some privacy ; as the Jews per- 
form the delicate rite of circumcision. 

Among the many whom I have baptized 1 have 
dipped some men who were unclothed except bath- 
ing drawers at the loins. In every such case I 
have performed the rite before a few men only, 
and have pressed the candidate straight down by 
my right hand on the top ot his head. I have 
dipped one or two infants naked, and some of 
them with only the loins covered, but do not at- 
tempt to enforce any rule as to clothing or un- 
clothing, but prefer the early custom where it is 
tolerated. The symbolic meaning of the naked- 
ness is told in part by Bingham as above and 
more fully by the primitive Christian writers. It 
is that as men is bom naked out of the womb of 
his mother into the family of bta earthly Father, 
so is he born naked out of the womb of the water, 
the womb of the church, the mother, into his 
heavenly Father's family by what Paul in Titus 
3 : 5, calls with reference to the emersion, "The 
bath of rebirth" for that emersion is the rebirth. 

I deem the Greek method, that is the ordinary 
one ot standing at first and then going down three 
timea on one knee, a good one. The Armenians 
ot the national church ot Armenia, one of their 
bishops told me, prefer to dip the infant by laying 
it three times on its back, which he deemed better 
as being, be held, more like the figure of a burial. 

I have used both it and the common Greek 
mode of standing, and going down thrice and 
rising the same number of times erect to the feet 
in standing again. 

On one occasion I did, at the wish of a candi- 
date, thrice dip her from a kneeling posture, but I 
do not like that posture, though I deem it valid, if 
the dips be total, aud the form of words be used and, 
if there be the proper intention, and a baptized ad- 
ministrator, and on the only occasion, so far as I 
remember, that I did it, it was at the candidates 
own wish. So far as I know, it is never mention- 
ed by any aucient writer, nor is it now the custom 
of any of the aucient churches. In the case of a 
timid woman it is sometimes, I think, a cause of 
failure to effect a valid baptism : one such case at 
least I have seen when the candidate thrust out 
her hands, rested them on the bottom ot the stream, 
and prevented herself from going entirely under. 
In that case I told the lady that the baptism was 
not accomplished, asked her to go into deeper 
water, and then validly performed the rite by the 
three total immersions, she standing and going 


backward each time. I was once present at the 
baptism of a lady when the trine immersion was 
performed by a Seventh Day Tunker preacher in 
Pennsylvania, from the hue posture of the candi- 
date, and he certainly did not get all ot her shoul- 
ders under. How often that occurs I can not say. 
Fijm the erect posture, tor wards or backwards, 
in many baptisms I have never tailed once. I 
deem it therefore the best and safest, and deem it 
also the most primitive. 

1 have answered your question, my dear friend, 
impartially and in the fear of God, for it behooves 
all of us in what pertains to God's truth to be 
honest and free from prejudice. 

I would add that the common sentiment of the 
firmitive church demanded, in the eats ot every 
candidate old enough to answer (or himself, the 
following as essential to valid baptism : 

1. A baptized administrator, with a direct suc- 
cession from Christ and his apostles through a 
line of thrice immersed men. 

2. The intent ion on the part of said administra- 
tor to give baptism iu the name of the Triuity 
(Matt. 28:19) "JV tlie remission of sins '"and 
the intention of the candidate so to receive it 
"Fortlie remission of sins,*' according to Acts 2 : 38 
and Acts 22 : lli : 

3. The three total dips, the first at the name of 
the Father, the second at the name of the Sou, and 
the third at the name of the Holy Chost. 

In the case ol an infant neither Origen of the 
second century nor Cyprian ot the third deem 
knowledge or intention necessary though both, as 
Wall in his History of Infant Baptism shows, 
taught that no infant can be saved without bap- 
tism. I am here speaking not disputatively but 
as mentioning historical facts known to all fair 
scholars, Pedobaptists and Antipcdobapiisi*. 

I have thus written, respected friend, at some 
little length, because other esteemed friends Pedo- 
baptisls aud Antipedobaptists ol different denomi- 
nations have put similar questions to me, and be- 
cause I deem I can best answer all at once in the 
columns of the press, where it can be seen by all ; 
and most easily and readily referred to. 

Hoping and praying, whatever be the dilleren- 
ces of the hour, that all who love our Lord Jeous 
Christ in sincerity may be -guided by Ilia Holy 
Spirit into all truth, and may have grace and bold- 
ness to confess it and be joined together in it in 
one Holy church again Restored to its purity and 
glory as of yore. I remained, my friend, your 
servant and sincere well wisher in Christ. 

James Chuystal. 


Going To Christ, 

I am afraid your fondness for pleasure is keeping 
you from becoming a Christian. Remember what 
Christ says, "Whosoever he be of you that for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he can not be my dis- 
ciple." (Luke xiv. 33.) In coming to Jesus, the 
first thing to be settled is, not what pleasures you 
must forsake, but whether you will forsake any or 
all of them it Christ requires. Do you stand ready 
as soon as you are shown that any pleasure, no 
matter what, is sinful, to foget it ? This is the feel- 
ing which God demands. 

The kind father finds his little child with her lap 
full of playthings. "Give me what you have in 
your lap," he says. The little one without a mur- 
mur surrenders all she has. The father then exam- 
ines the toys, hands back whatever is sale for her 
to have, but retai.is the broken glass, the sharp 
knife, and the poisonous paper. So you must yield 
up everything to God and leave it with him to de- 
cide what pleasure he will give you back again. 
— Foster. 


Always abound in the work of the Lord. He 
who waits to be appreciated by the world loses pre- 
cious time. Some of the best of men's work muBt 
wait for recognition until the resurrection of the 
just. 

The ninety and nine public men can for the 
most part be but the mute train-bearers of the 
hundredth.— Carlyle. 

A field requireth three things, fair weather, good 
seed, and a good husbandman. 

The church lives by advancing.— Dr. Azel 
Freeman, 


